'Department of
the Premier and Cabinet

Dealing with documents related
to Ministers

A discussion about Ministerial Offices and their expectations of
portfolio agencies regarding documents that may fall within
Clause 12(c) of Schedule 1 to the FOI Act.

David Paice, FOI Manager
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

21 November 2019



The Western Australian

2 Government Ministry

Honourable Roger H COOK

BA GradDipBus MBA MLA

Deputy Premier;

Minister for Health; Mental Health

13th Floor Dumas House,

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6500

Fax 6501

email: Minister.Cook@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Alannah MacTIERNAN
mLc

for A

and Food; Ports; the

for State Development, Jobs and Trade

11th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6200

Fax: 6552 6201

email: MacTi wa.gov.au

Honourable Mick P MURRAY
MLA

Minister for Seniors and Ageing;
Sport and

7th Floor Dumas House,

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6400

Fax: 6552 6401

emall: Minister.Murray@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Rita SAFFIOTI
BBus MLA

for

9th Floor, Dumas House
k Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005

2.
2
2

Honourable Sue M ELLERY
BA MLC

for and

13th Floor Dumas House,
, WEST PERTH WA 6005
: 6552 5700
Fax: 6552 5701
email: Minister.Ellery@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Francis M LOGAN
BA(Hons) MLA

Minister for Emergency Services;
Corrective Services

10th Floor, Dumas House,

2 Havelock Stroet, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6300

Fax: 6552 6301

email: Minister.Logan@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Ben S WYATT
LLB MSc MLA

Treasurer; Minister for Finance;
Aboriginal Affairs; Lands

11th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 5900

Fax: 6552 5901

email: Minister.Wyatt@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Peter C TINLEY
AM MLA

for Issues;
Youth; Asian Engagement

7th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 5300

Fax: 6552 5301

email: Minister.Tinley@dpc.wa.gov.au

Honourable Stephen N DAWSON
mLC

Minister for Environment;
Disability Services; Electoral Affairs

12th Floor Dumas House,
2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6562 5800

6552 5801

Honourable David A TEMPLEMAN
Dip Tchg BEd MLA

for Local
Heritage: Culture and the Arts

7th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Stroet, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 5400

Fax: 6552 5401

Honourable Paul PAPALIA
CSC MLA

Minister for Tourism; Racing and Gaming;

Small Business; Defence Issues;
and

10th Floor Dumas House,

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 5600

Fax: 6552 5601

email:

Honourable Simone F McGURK
BA(Arts) BA(Comms) MLA

for Child Women's
Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence;
Community Services

8th Floor, Dumas House
2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005

Mark McGOWAN eavie ma
Minister for Public Sector Management;
State Development, Jobs and Trade;
Federal-State Relations

5th Floor Dumas House
2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 5000
Fax: 6552 5001
emall: wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au
Honourable Michelle H ROBERTS
BA DipEd MLA
Minister for Police; Road Safety
12th Floor Dumas House
2 Havelock Si WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6900

Fa 552 6901
emal

Honourable John R QUIGLEY
LLB JP MLA

Attorney General;
Minister for Commerce

5th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock St WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone 52 6800

F. 552 6801

emal

Honourable Bill J JOHNSTON
MLA

Minister for Mines and Petroleum;
Energy; Industrial Relations

9th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6700

Fa 552 6701

email: wa.gov.au

Honourable Dave J KELLY
BA MLA

Minister for Water: Fisheries; Forestry:
Innovation and ICT; Science

8th Floor Dumas House
elock St WEST PERTH WA 6005
Telephone: 6552 6100
Fa 552 6101
email: Minister.Kelly@dpc.wa.gov.au

As at 13-Decamber-2018

All government agencies provide advice and support to the Premier and Cabinet in their service of the Western
Australian Community.



Why a Ministerial Office may need to know what their portfolio agency is releasing under FOI

If documents you are releasing contain matters likely to be sensitive, controversial and/or of interest to the
media then the Ministerial Office should be aware.



Information is exempt where public disclosure would infringe the privileges of Parliament

The justification for parliamentary privilege is that, to work effectively, Parliament must have freedom of speech
and the freedom to control its own proceedings



Exempt matter

12. Contempt of Parliament or court
Exemptions
Matter is exempt matter if its public disclosure would, apart from this Act and any
immunity of the Crown —

(a) be in contempt of court;

(b) contravene any order or direction of a person or body having power to receive
evidence on oath; or

(c) infringe the privileges of Parliament.

[Clause 12 amended by No. 19 of 2010 s. 59.]



The Parliamentary Antenna

To understand what documents may be exempt under clause 12(c) you will need to develop a Parliamentary
antenna!



Any of the above that has not been publicly disclosed (in Hansard for example) may be exempt matter




Parliamentary Questions
Question on Notice or Question without Notice

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Question On Notice

Thursday, 21 November 2019

0001. Mr F.T. Smith to the Minister for Stationery

For all staples purchased and being used by the Minister's office, departments, agencies,
government trading enterprises or boards within the Minister’s portfolio responsibilities,
since 11 March 2017, | ask:

(a) how many staples has the Minister’s Office used?;

(b) how many staples has the Minister’s departments, agencies, government trading
enterprises or boards used?; and

(c) What is the total cost of the staples purchased.

Agency answer

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Question Without Notice

Thursday, 21 November 2019

CO001. Hon R.T. Brown to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for
Stationery

I refer to the Minister’s staple supply and ask the Minister to advise:

1. how many staples has the Minister used today?

Agency answer

Parliamentary questions are documents prepared to assist a Minister to answer guestions put to the Minister in
Parliament



Contentious Issues Briefing Note

ISSUE: SUPPLY OF STAPLES TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

Background:

» The supplier of staples to government agencies (Staples galore) has warned that overseas suppliers have
limited numbers of available staples.

* The biggest issue has been the lack of natural resources now available to keep manufacturing staples at the
required numbers.

« The Department of Stationery has completed a full review of its reserves of staples to ascertain whether
supplies can be maintained to principal agencies when the overseas supply stops.

Current Situation:
» Staple supply from overseas suppliers are likely to run out by COB Friday 29 November 20109.

« The Department of Stationery has a limited stock of staples available for principal agencies if supplies run out.

Prepared by: I.C. Noah Staples
Date: 21 November 2019

PREPARED FOR PARLIAMENT



Parliamentary Committees

Current Committees

Legislative Assembly

Community Development and Justice

Economics and Industry
Committee on the CCC
Education and Health

Joint Standing Committee
on the Commissioner for
Children and Young People

Procedures and Privileges Committee

Public Accounts Committee

Legislative Council

Alternative approaches to reducing illicit
drug use and its effects on the community

Environment and Public Affairs
Joint Audit Committee
Legislation Committee

Public Administration Committee

Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review
Committee

Estimates Committee

Select Committee into Local Government



Another Example of Parliamentary Information

Email

From: David Paice

Sent: Thursday 215t November 2019 12:30pm
To: Bruce Brown

Subject: Advice on Staple shortage

Importance: High

Hi Bruce,

| need urgent advice from your Department on the exact number of staples currently
available to agencies.

The Minister will need numbers for question time.

Response by 1:30pm please.



Discussion / Questions

FOIUNIT@DPC.WA.GOV.AU

The Department’s FOI Unit is always available to answer questions on information that you suspect might be
subject to Parliamentary Privilege or Cabinet related.



